[ M ] 

XV. T^o remarkable Medical Cafes, one of 
an Extraordinary Haemorrhage, the other 
an Afcites cured by ^Tapping 5 communicated 
ly Henry Banyer, M. 2). Extra^Licentiate 
of the College of Phyficians, London, ^a 
C^ Mortincier, M 2). Seer. R. S. 

ReadDtc, 22. Tiv[ the Month of January 1729- "T^a- 
^^^^^ X niel Goddardy a Gardener, about the 

Age of Twenty-four Years, at Wisbech in the Ifle of 
Ely^ Cambrtdge^irey happened of a flight Pundlure 
from a ruily Nail in the Sole of his Right Foot. And, 
notwithftanding there was not wounded any Tendon, 
or Blood- veffel, larger than fmall Branches of Veins, 
the whole Foot was immediately fwelled to a very 
unufual Degree, without any Fever, or other apparent 
Caufe for it. It was aifo attended with great Pain, 
and an extraordinary Pulfation upon the Part, as in 
Wounds of Arteries s and fo diftended as if the Blood 
would burfl out of its Veflcls, 

Accordingly, after Two Days, upon opening a fuper- 
ficial Sinus, to inlargc the Wound, there ruflied out 
immediately fuch an obftinate Flux of Blood, as would 
not yield to any ftyptic Means, longer than the 
Bandage was holden on by fome ftrongHand. And, 
although, by this Incifion, no Vcflels were wounded, 
but Capillary Veins 5 yet this Hemorrhage continued 
to fhew itfelf as violent as at firft, for Six Days fuc- 
ceffively, whenever the neceflary Means were relaxed. 
Upon which, for the fake of Revulfionj the Patient 
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liad a Vein opened on the Arm of tbic oppofite Side s 
and it had fuch a fudden and furpdfing Effed, that the 
Flux of Blood in the Foot inftantiy ceafed, and the 
Wound healed very fodn without any further Trouble ; 
but the Flux of Blood, confequent upon Vencfcdion, 
became equally as difficult to reftrain, as that in the 
Foot, for the Space of Four Days 5 all which time it 
would have continued to flow moft violently with- 
out the ftrifteft Bandage, as the fame Care of the 
Hand^ as before. Perhaps the Period of this Hamor^ 
rhage might have been much longer, if I had not 
fufFered the Ligature on the Arm to be loofened now- 
and-then, as I judged the Redundancy of Blood re- 
quired, for the fake of fome Evacuation, at each time. 
After the Bleeding, he foon recovered his Strength, 
fo as to do his Bufinefs in the Gardens ^ and con- 
tinued very well till the Month of March 1730. 
About the Middle of this Month, he complained of 
Skepinefs, and a particular Heavinefs all over his 
Body 5 which was followed, in Three Days time, by 
a violent H£morhage from the Nojh This Flux, in 
fpite of all Means being tried, except Venefedion, 
continued Seven Days, and could never be totally 
flopped, all this time, for one Hour together. He re- 
covered again in a very ftiort time, and was able to 
work in the Summer- feafon, without any Complaints, 
tVA Oiieber following. Then the H£morrhage re- 
tucaed again at the Nofe, as before, with all the fame 
Circiimftances, and in Defiance of all Endeavours, 
continued the Period of Seven Days. Thus it re- 
turned in like manner of Bleeding, by StoalSy in the 
Middle of March 17? I7 and continued to difcharge 
this Wa^y great Qiiantities of Blood, in one Motion, 
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ntiil fotiictinicstwo Motions every Day for Seven Days 
together, ill Oppofition to the moft efficacious Reflrin- 
gents, Aifo it made its regular Return by vaft Pro- 
Rifions of Biood from the Inteftims, in the Begin- 
ning of Oiiober following, to the End of the firft 
Period of Seven Days, without Gripings, oranyilich 
iincafy Senfations. Thus, again, it kept as orderly 
Rcturnsabout the Vernal and Autumnal Equinoxes of 
the Years 1752, i7?3^ with vaft Profufton of Blood by 
Stool, fortiie ufual Term of Seven Days^ agreeing in 
a!i Circanillanccs wiih the preceding Years. Likewifc 
at, or very near thcfc two grand Seafons, in the Years 
1734, 173 5i this liabitual -^^^^rr^^^^ broke away 
by the Kidneys and urinary Tajfagei and ftill con- 
ftantly, for thefe Two Years, kept its old flated Time 
of Seven Days, without any other Variation. 

This young Man was fcized in T>ec. i7J5? with 
the Small-pox, of the Diftindt Kind, which produced 
fuch a Change in his Conftitution, that he efcaped 
thofe periodical //^/^^rr^^^^j", or any other fponta- 
neous Evacuations equivalent thereto, for the Two 
Seafons of the Year 17365 and remained in very good 
Heahh till Chriftmas following, being above Thirteen 
Months free from any Symptoms of his old Eruption. 
But, upon "December the 27th, without any previous 
Notice of Heavinefs and Sleepincfs, the Hemorrhage 
returned by the urinary "Pajfagesy hut much more 
favourably, and continued only Three Days- Again, 
on May the i jth following, 1 7 3 7> he then felt the 
previous Warnings, and bled again by Urine to the 
:20th of the fame Months with this Difference, that 
for Three Days the Urine was only Coffee-coloured, 
but afterwards, for Four Days longer, every Difcharge 
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rcfembled an Effufion of Blood from a Vein juft 
opened. He prefently recovered his Strength, even 
although the Air was exceeding warm at this TimCi 
and 1 faw him Five Montlis after, very robuft and 
healthy, and, as he, told me himfeif, wa^ free from 
all kinds of Tendency towards his old Complaint* 
But he had always the Appearance of too much FuU 
nefs, though I am of Opinion, that his Conftitution 
did not fuffer fo much as might reafonably be ima- 
gined, from fuch prodigious //^;^(?r^^^^j. Of my 
own Knowlege, he had no Return of his Bleeding, 
or any thing like it, the enfuing Autumn 5 but re- 
mained perfedly well all the following Winter Sea- 
fon. Afterwards I had no Opportunity of making 
further pcrfonal Inquiries, but was informed by an 
intelligent Man, thu in March 1738 this unfortunate 
Perfon got a flight Wound again, fomewherc upon 
one of his Legs, which proved equally as difficult, 
with refped to the Flux of Blood, as the firft Punfture 
in his Foot. And, whether from too (trid a Reflraint 
of the Hamorrhagej or for want of Venefeftion, he 
fell into very violent Convulfions for Four or Five 
Days, and died in a manner like Suffocation, from 
coo much Redundancy of Blood. 

As this Hemorrhage never once depended upon 
any other Diflcmper, or obfcrved any regular Con- 
currencei with the Revolutions of the Moon, it ap- 
pears to be a very extraordinary fimplc Tlethora. 
During the Four Years that this Flux of Blood came 
from the Nofe and Inteflines, the Urine was never 
of a higher Colour than Amber 5 nor was there any 
Symptom of a Fever by the Pulie, or othcrvvays, for 
th'CAvhole Term of the Diforder. 
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yariuarj the 6rhj 174.J. 

/^N ilarch the adth^ 173 9> the Wife of Mr. MafiL 
^^ ffilkinfm^ of Long^Suiton^ in Lmcohjbrre^ was 
tapped for ao jifcites^ proceeding from frequent Z/^- 
tmrrhages^ and a too liberal Ufe of faiall Liquors. 
She was between 30 and 40 Years old, of a very low 
Stature, and always of a weak Conitinition. The 
Water was all taken away at one Time, and mea- 
fured Five Gallons, She was very faint immediately 
after the Operation, and remained fo for near Three 
Weeks after. But, by great Abftinence from Liquids, 
excepting L§wers bitter Inl\jfion, and Sometimes a 
Spoonful or Two of Cordial Julap, (he perfedly 
recovered her Health again; and to a much better 
Degree of it, than (he had enjoyed for many Years 
before 5 without any Appearance at all of a Return 
of the abdominal Tumour to this Day, The Water 
was clear, and readily turned to a ftrong Jelly upon 
heating it ; and I am very certain, there was unavoid- 
ably left in the Abdomen a Quantity fufRcient to 
prove the Exiftence of abforbent Veflcls. Perhaps 
thofe Patients, in this Diftemper, whofe Water turns 
to a Jelly, have a better Chance to be cured by ^a- 
racentefisj than others, whofe Difcharge is more like 
Urine, and will never curdle by Heat. But TimCj, 
and repeated Obfervation^ muft confirm this Opi- 
nion, 
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^ofifcnpt agmnfi Empirkifin, 

"^TOtwithftaoding the great Ufcfulners and Ten- 
'^"^ dcncy of fucccfsful Obfcrvations in Phyfic and 
Surgery, to encourage Praditioncrs in a^Pcrfeverancc 
in dicir Duty, even where the regular Prognoftics 
ftand againtt them ^ yet I cannot forbear taking this 
Opportunity to allerc the Impoflibility of any Per- 
Ion's obtaining a competent Knowlege of the Art of 
Healing, by Prafticc only $ without a previous Know- 
lege of Anatomy, and the Animal Oeconomy. 

Hence have I met with an old Praditioncr, of very 
extenitve Bufinefs, who had never been educated n\ 
this fundamental Qualification, and who, for want of 
it, was treating his Patient with Cataplafms and Fo- 
mentations, to cure that Numbncfs in the Thigh 
which is a certain Diagnoflic of a Nephritic Cafe. 
And I have more than once (^(^n a l^yjuria under 
the Treatment of a gravelly Cafe, when it has plainly 
arifen from the Vena Hamonhoidales having been 
too much fwelled towards the urinary Paffages. 
Thus, where Men are not qualified to diftinguifh at 
all upon the Symptoms of a Diftemper, from fome 
true Knowlege of the Parts concerned, they muft 
necelTarily be often miftaking the Symptoms for Dis- 
tempers, and* fo vice verfa^ after this Manners info- 
much that their longeft Pradlice will be little better 
than a Multiplication of Blunders, without much 

Chance to be wifer by Time and Experience. Huic 

Ratiocinationi adfiipulatur Experientia, qua fine 
vanu omnis Theoria^ bellafit utcunque. 



